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A iltomey Docket Number ET00-005CIP 



PATOHT 




IN THE UNITED STATES PAJENT AND TRADEMARK OFFl£ 

U re: the Application of: William Flap,3gan et al 
F: led; 10/30/00 
& rial No.: 09/702,050 
E <;aminer: Meinecke Diaz, Susanna M. 
Gi:t>up Art Unit: 3623 

F >r System and Method for Contract Authority 
C ixket No; ET00-005OP 

RESPONSE TO OFFICIAL ACTION 

D i rector of the US Patent and Trademark Office 
P) Box 1450 

A lexandria, VA, 22313-1450 
D i:?ar Sir: 

E: udosed please find a supplemental response for the above-identified application in 
n siiponse to the official action mailed 12/ 16/02. 



C ertificate of Facsimile Transmission 

I ; icreby certify that this document is being sent to the United States Patent Office by 
fa t^simile transmission on the date shown below. 



Drtte: August 20, 2003 



lei. 508 653-8143 



Maureen Stretch, 
Reg. No. 29,447 
26 Charles Street 
Natick, MA 01760 



R - marks: 

Ir telephone discussions with the Examiner, it was requested that applicants clarify the 
aj paratus claims to indicate that the software executes on a processor. It was also 
r€ i juested that applicants' clarify how applicants' invention differs from redlining and 
fr :>m the Kennedy reference cited. 



A :>plicants have agreed to Examiner's amendments to the apparatus claims to include a 
pj ocessor to clarify and more distinctly point out and claim applicant's invention, but 
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